August2012

Reaching the ygeneration of today requires a shift in approach

Inspiring educators

The Faculty of Education hosted thespiring Teachers and Studen
Teachers Conferencen Friday, 3 August 2012 at the South Camp
Auditorium. The idea was born afthr Vuyani Matsha and Dr André
du Plessis attended a similar conference in Johannesburg.
response was greawith nearly fifty percent othe attendeescoming
from outside Port Elizabeth East London Grahamstown, Graaff
Reinetand Cradock.

The confeence was opened by Prof Denise Zinn, Executive Dear"
the Faculty of Education, and followed byariety of presentations.
Vuyani Matsha showed how games can be used within
al GKSYFGA0a OflaaNer2y FT2NJ 4SI
du Plesis made a case for why social media and Information 3
Communication Technology (ICT) should not be banned, but The new generation of SA teachétdrom left, Bertram
embraced for learning. The Apple iPad as an ICT tool for teaching andfleinhans, Jonalin Maarman, Lazolo Mweli, Mbali Zasaw
learning featured when Michelle Lissoos showed how schools are 2] (Mo (e

harnesang the possibilities that iPads offenatching learning and the youttdigital lifestyle.

Gavin Keller, principal of the Sun Valley Group of Schools, showed howgdresation learner thinks and how teachers could m¢
G§KS&asS f SI NJy S NanQs faséétiRgunblerstantdiig Bow dt Mibrks maximizelearning,and this meansembracing ICT
creativity andmusic as part of our teaching.

The use of toys for the teaching of Science concepts featured with Dr Les M
showing how teachers could useexpensive toys in a fun manner to elicit scier
learning. Mr Zaka, community leader, shared thgortance of havingjoalsand to
be selfmotivated to achieve success. The ancient Egyptians and their contributia
mathematics vas eloquently presergd by Prof Peter Loyson. He also showed F
advanced African civilizations were mathematically.

The conference concluded with presentations by Mr Bruce Damons, princip
Alfonso Arries Primary School, Dr Al Witten of the Centre for the CommunitylIS
(CCS), Mr Lazola Mweli (teacher at Alfonso Arries) and four NMMU students (J
Maarman, Mbali Zasagy Mbulelo Kama and Bertram Kibans) making a case fc
what is required for the new generation teacher in South Africa.

Feedback received from delaigs suggests that this conference assisted not onl
making teachers aware of the possibilities that ICTs offer, but that teaching

Ly O& 2 Ay GavinKéll RaS dddates learning requires a shift in our traditional ways in order to reach tlgeyeration of
out of their sea$, miming the actions to this today.
rhymeas part of his presentation
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Top NMMU Honours awarded

N
PN Nelson Mandela /
4 £ ) Metropolitan
“d University
NMMU EXCELLENT TEACHER
2012

Pl

Dr André du Plessis aritkecutive Dean, Prof Denise Zi NMMU Teacher of the Yea2012 Dr Logan Athiemoolam (left), is
is awardedNMMU Emerging Engagement Awag®12 pictured with NMMU VProf Derrick Swartz.

This month saw several membersafr faculty recognised for the work they are doing.

Top NMMU honours in 2012 were awarded@o Logan Athiemoolanin the category of NMMU Teacher of the Year andtoAndre
du Plessisn the category of NMMU Emerging Engagement Award Recipient.

Prof Naydene de Langeeceived the award of Faculty Researcher of the Year, for the second year running.

Dr Andre du Plessis for the Faculty Emerging Researcher of the Year (he has now won awards in all three categchies,
research and engagement).

Dr Lgan Athiemoolam for Faculty Teacher of the Year.

t NBFT 5SyAasS ®%Ayy NBYIFIN]JSRZ 428 | NB SEGNBYStf& LINRdAzZR 2 TFative
Teaching and Learning, Research as well as Engagement with various coesnu@dngratulations to our stars! In your light, we
0KS tAIKGHE

/ St SoNI GAy3a FI Od
A celebratory function was hel
earlier this month toacknowledge
the postgraduate achievements o
0 KA& M &ldMgraduates and
their superviers, as well as the
recipients of NMMU Merit Awards

Picturedright are, fom left, Dr Robert
Gerber, Dr Johanna Geldenhuys,
Adele Botha, DrlLizette Oosthuiser
Prof Alette Delport, Dr Priscil
Gitonga,Mr GJKandankay (B Ed H®
Merit Award) Prof Rwul Webb,Ms L.
de Wet (B Ed Foundation Phaderit
Award)and Prof Denise Zinn.
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Lunch with the Dean!

Class reps from each of the year groups in the B Ed undergraduate programme sat down to lunch with Executive Dean gP
Zinn,to share theirexperiencesjdeasand impressions of the current undgraduate programmes.This isa first step towards
GFLIAY 3 Ayid2 GKS WYAaaiy3da @2Ai 0SQ fagullycuirikufim dededs® Sotesst Asetigrbup is
substantialg 28 student reps; there was lots to say!'Someof the class repare pictured above with Prof Denise Zinn (centre),
Deirdre Geduld (Foundation Phase Head of Programme, far left), Dr Tulsi Morar (Acting DirectaF’ 8fiEand Ms Heloise
Sathorar (ET Head of Programmée’“2ight).

e ™
Research Support Group (RS¢

The intent of the RSG is to create a netwd|
in which people share, assist and use othe
as sounding boards to start or develop the
research. lItis also a place where peoplt
share their work in ways that allow
exploration of the process; the joys, tearf
deliberations and the findings.

Student jet-setters get ready to take off!

The engagement of the group over the lag
semester has been exhilarating an
productive, and will continue thisemester.

Please join as time permits:

Where: The Pink Fig (Circular Drjw&harlo)

Dates: 07 September, 21 September, O
October, 16 October, 02 November, I
November, 30 November

o o
The group of B Ed students who are participgtin the2012 International
Exchange Programmpictured whilst in Cape Town applying for their visas | Time: 2:00 to 5:00pm
Back Elize Groenewald, Simcelile Bambelo and Candice Jafigdle Nadine
h Qb @eftf ahd Leslie JacobsFront Mina Swart, Jade Hattingh aridina  \_ Y,
Hanekom (George They leave for their trips during September for 4 weeks.
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Donatlon of books between schools

b2 0221 U KTWKRtdbgbdks|teathér ¥esource boaksd learnerexercise booksvere recentlydonated by VP Grey Prima
School(Walmer)to Alfonso Arries Primary Scho@ooysen Park)Opened in the beginning of the year, Alfonso Arries has I
operating without textbooks; the teachers using what they are able to in order to facilitate learnikgsistedby faculty
administratorsand CSVP Greyrove out toAlfonso Arriewith a fullkombiandtrailer to hand over the dozens of boxeslmdoks
and learning materials. Pictured above with excited learners and teachers are Alfonso Arries acting Principal, Mr Brose
(2" back left) and Mr Craig Geswint {2back right) of VP Grey.

Recycllng and beautifying @

| Loes ] | e e ‘ Walking past the new

o : s section of building 11 you
may have noticed the
beginnings of a unique
garden. Carol's window
garden is made of plastic

B~ Lend a hand to touch

bottles and continers a heart...
that she has planted with g We are still collecting any
Yaudzl 1ASaqQ 2 : items that you are willing to
garden at home. Birds give for our Faculty Charity!
and inquisitive monkeys Please drop any donations into
are regular visitors! the bins provided (1 in the foyer
| upstairs & 1 in reception downstairs)
As Prof Zinn remarked, ® o X .
, . _ o onations may include:
a¢KAa ONRY3Ia - Clothes o Teaching
Kline's chapter in 'Time to . Shosss ), Materials
. : ) 8 ANY stationery ® Sports

think' on 'Places that say ; whatsoever equipment
back to you "you o Reading books o Exercise books

" ! = includingmagazines e Toys 4
matter". There are so in sood eondiion

many ways the
administrators create such
places in the Faculty, in
different ways. Carol's
I NRSYy Aa 2yS
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ICEDU ColloquiumShowcasing intercultural education

On07 August 2012 the Intercultural Education Unit (ICEDU) kosteolloquium to showcase the work of colleagues in the Fac
of Education that resonates with intercutal education. The programmadso included several presentations by membefrsther
NMMU facultiesand from other countries, rangingdm Kenya an&weden to the USA.

The Executive Dean of the Faculty, Prof Denise Zinn, welcomed all present to the event and Prof Nonnie Botha, headDbf,t
provided a brief background to the establishment and development of the Urtie programme consisted o0 Jpresentationson
a very wide range of topics, hamely personal experiences as a visiting academic in a foreign country (Dr Agnes Kibliéndee
of language issues in education (Dr Lyn Webb), teaching strategies in diverse university clasBraoBi# Holderness and D
Shirley WagnekVelsh), inclusive education in the international arena (Dr Eileen Raymandjfrikaner student teacher"
experiences in a farm schoalohan Pienaar), intercultural challenges in effective sexuality educationngaii Life Orientation
teachers (Dr Christina Jordaan), the inter/tredsizt G dzNJ f Sy O2dzy § SNJ I & WNI RAOI t dzy .
GAradzZ t YSGK2R2t 238 (2 SyKFIyOS tD/ 9 aidzRSYy { &Rooldny),Rn8Ifichltiralism
in Europe (Prof Kerstin von Broemmseamd closing the skills gap in an interdisciplinary and intercultural context in township
school students (Maria Marciales Arreaza, Michael Mitsumori, Christopher Galbick, Emily Maitea Welderufael, Lise
Dedmore and Rachel Riciolijhe presentations were very well received by the audteaied lively debates ensued.

The presentations were interspersed with wonflély appropriate
performances, e.ga role play performance by son®¥ K S

undergraduate students, which contrasted the past South Afrig
education classroom with the present situation.

The anonymous evaluation of the colloquium by the participants
overwhelmingly positive. The suggestions for improvemernoed
each other in that all of them wanted more: more involvement I
students; more presentations from other countries; more about ho
we work in our South African classrooms now; more time f
presentations, discussions and questions; more time for nekvmorg
more, MOREVORE

Prof Nonnie Botha reported that he intention is to consider making
this an annual event, probably over more than one day :
I 002YY2RIGS GKS OFft FT2NJ WY2N : -
prepare students for life in our increagjly complex world and to help A cocktail and networking opportunity closed the proceedir
students to look beyond themselvesndthat colloquiums such as this of the day with a performancebeing provided bthe

one provides opportunities for participants to discover differences and Umngqunggo waKwantu group

to subsequently rise above such differences.

¢

During a four week period over July and August -
Faculty hosted a team of seven students and vari
faculty from the Dominican University of California, £
Fransisco, USA.

The team are part of the evolving mutlisciplinary
project between DUC and NMMtJa project which aims
to provide students with an international muktultural
experience whilst serving in poor, disadvantag
communities.

Prof Hugh Glover, project emrdinator, reports that the
team served in two partneringchools, Masipahtisane
and Newell High school, and made a positive imp
, during their stay and learned much from their townsh
Back row Dr T. Morar, Ms L. Dedire, Mr M. Misumori, Ms R. Ricioli, Prof | immersion. The team was made up of two occupatio

Glover (Project Leader), Dr R. Webster (Deputy Dean, DUC), Mr C. G therapists, two maths/science teachers, an MBA stud
Prof P. Webb.Front row Ms M. Arreaza, Dr J. Gosh (Deputy Dean, Busir  5nd two B.Sc studenigho are tutors at DUC.

DUC), Ms E. Dodge, Dr J. Davis (Occupational Therapy, DULC

Ms M. Welderfael
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African Education Week

Empowerment for all through quality Education

The African Education Week 2012 w
held at the Sandton Convention Centre
Johannesburg from the"2to the 4" of

July 2012. The conference provided
forum for education representatives fron
across the continent from government t
private companies, schools, FET collec
universities, publishers,  -kearning

organisations, safety and securit
financial institutions and other supplier:
to come together to ihd solutions to the
issues facing the education sector.

The aim of this event was to provid
delegates with a fresh perspective on tt
challenges facing education in Affric
today, as well as skills and strategi
necessary to address the challenges tr
encounter on a daily basis. Delegates a
had the opportunity to share their owr
stories, and learn from and be motivate
by the success stories of their peers.

The multitrack event incorporated Basi
Education, Early Childhood Developme
Inclusive Edcation, Maths and Scienc
Literacy, Teacher Training, Further a
Higher Education, Corporate Soc
Investment and ICT in education.

Delegates were also able to attend pr
conference master classes, as well as
exhibition showcasing education:
materials, products and services.

Dr Logan Athiemoolam presented a pap
Sy i A llin@eRenting a Continuing
Professional Development Programme
Rural Towns to empower teachers

NBFt SOG 2y I y3adz 3
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The paper, which focused on a review
the revised ACELT course oftudy that
was presented as a pilot programme t
teachers in Qumbu and Bizana, examin
all aspects of programme deliver
including the design of study materia
training of tutors, site visits for quality
assurance and rural utreach projects
linked to the programme, amongs
others.

Delegates, especially those representil
the government, unions and servic
providers were particularly impressed b
the model of delivery and the creative
manner in which the programme wa
presened in these far flung rural area
without compromising on quality anc
standards.

They expressed interest in the module
which they felt were particularly relevant

W

and practical for all teachers ani
suggested that these modules b
presented over a wider aa across Soutlr
Africa. Currently plans are underway t
develop the modules into short learnini

programmes.

The many stimulating papers presente
and the interesting book displays an
exhibitions accounted for the positive
mood that characterised theomference.

The thought provoking papers by mar
practising principals and teachers in th
field ensured that delegates were na
only provided with food for thought to
ponder over the pressing issues affectir
South African education at large, but als
encouraged to reflect on the creative
solutions proposed by a number ¢
speakers aimed at addressing some
these challenges.

Dr Logan Athiemoolam (second left) is photographed with several other delegdtes
African Education Week conference
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Conference News

International Congress on Mathematical Education (ICIYE),
Seoul, Korea

Lyn Webb

The 12" International Congress on Mathematical Education (I€Ftook
place in Seoul from July 8th to"L5This is the Olympics of Math Educatior
confererces as it is held every four years and attracts betwe&0® and
4000 participants. In 2010 | was privileged to be invited by the Chairm:
of the International Commission on Mathematical Instruction (ICMI) t
present what they term a regular lecture &ME12. In effect one has an
K2dzNJ G2 LINBaSya 2y | G2LIAO 27F :
Michael de Villiers of UKZN and I, were invited.

On the day before the Congress started |
represented South  Africa at the
International Commission on Mathemeal
Instruction (ICMI) General Assembly. It wa:s
heady stuff to be responsible for South
' TNROIFIQa @2GS 02y O0S
will shape Math projects and initiatives
worldwide for the next four years.

There is inevitably a frisson of anxiety when
one ventures into a new country with

different customs and a totally foreign
written and spoken language. South Korea i
no exception, but the subway has an Englisl
touch screen and, with a population of 10
YAfftA2YS GKSNBQa |
someone has a vestige of English
02YLISGiSyOS 6KSNBBSNI
The Congress was held in COEX, a convention centre about four times
size of the ICC in Cape Town. At breaks one was able to chat to th
whose names one only sees on seminal jouaritles¢ Alan Schoenfeld,

w2 . 2FfSNE 5S02NIK .Iffx az23Sya |

It was daunting to face a full hall with a dry throat, and questions fror
NEy26ySR NBaSHNOKSNAI odzi GKS Ay
Math EducatiorResearch Journal for their Focus Issue ignited a warm gl
deep inside. In all | presented our South African research four times duri
the week.

Lynat ICME12 with a
traditional fan she painted

Korea is a divided country and we travelled to the Demilitarized Zoi
(DMZ) where barbed wire and overt rtaliy presence defines the border
between two countries separated by propaganda and animosity. It wi
chilling to walk in silence through the dripping Third Tunnel that Nort
Korea mined under South Korean land to launch an assault on &eoel

of many tunnels, of which only four have been unmasked.

The networking and academic stimulation that a conference such as IC
LINE ARSE OFlyy2G 6S YSI &adzNER® ¢KS
Sttt IyR NBGdzNYy K2YS GKS arysS L
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Learner Centred Approacketo Mathematics
and Science, Maseru, Lesotho 25 July

Lyn Webb

What a privilege to be included as one of thr
2OPSNESIHFa LINBaSyidSNa
Workshop in July! | shared the honours witt
Prof Norma Boakes from Richard Stockt
College, Mw Jersey, USA and Dr Tony Han
from Durham University in UK.

The commitment of the teachers and the quali
of their presentations for the threedays was
astounding. A highlight was a visit to Dr Geral
a | (i K 4t da Boithutdnstitute (see phob
below) which encourages peer learning with tr
motto ¢ give the responsibility for learning bac
to the learner. The institute, high on the hil
2PSNI 221Ay3 al &SNuz
WL | 0S& 2F 2L NIdzy Al

The National University of Lesothdet Lesotho
College of Education and the Ministry
Education and Training were well represented.

Congratulations to Ajay Narayanan and his te:
for a very special experience. We were made
feel as though our contributions were valued
and further inviations for the AfrICME
conference in Maseru in July 2013 are temptini

Lyn (2d right) with the Maseru organisers
and plenary speakers.




